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Business Information Processing 

 
Faculty: 
 

Business and Digital Technologies 

Head of Department: 
 

Karen Swift 

Senior Subjects: 
 

Many of the skills developed in this subject assist students in all future 
subjects with typing of assignments, reports etc.  Subjects that would 
benefit more directly include:- 
 
Certificate II in Business 
Certificate II in Information, Digital Media and Technology 
 

 
Why study Business Information Processing? 
Students will continue to develop ICT skills using a variety of software applications that will be of 
benefit in all school subjects and through to the workforce. 
 
What will Students study? 
 

Unit Description Assessment 
Keyboarding Skills Ongoing development of keyboarding skills 

using programs such as Typing Tournament 
 

 

Office Application for 
the real world 

Design, develop and evaluate text documents for 
a target audience.  Software applications 
include:  MS Word; MS Publisher; MS Excel; MS 
PowerPoint; MS Access 

Various assessment pieces 
where students will be required to 
design, develop and review text 
documents, as well as evaluate 
previously completed documents 
 

Digital Portfolio Design and develop a multimedia presentation 
using a variety of software applications. 

Creation of a CD which contains 
the completed electronic 
presentation 
 

 
All class work completed contributes to the final level of achievement 

 
Career Pathways 
Business Information Processing students would fit into all workplace environments where computers 
are used.  Students will gain immediate benefits for completion of school assignments/projects and in 
the acquisition of workplace skills. 



 

 

 

Dance 
 

Faculty: 
 

The Arts 

Head of Department: 
 

Sharon Hogan 

Senior Subjects: 
 

Year 10 Dance 
Year 11 and 12 Dance in Practice (Applied) Commencing 2022 
 

 
Why study Dance?  
You do not need to be a dancer to enjoy and build skills in Year 9 dance.  
 
Dance is an energetic subject that enables students to build their creativity, focus and confidence. 
Students are challenged to understand how their body works through movement, while increasing 
their coordination, stamina and flexibility.  They build dance skills through foundational technique 
work and performance.  
 
In this introductory twenty week course, students explore the history of dance styles from the early 
1900’s till the present.  They work to solve creative problems as they make dance and respond to 
dance through analysis and evaluation.  They improve their literacy skills and develop their 
knowledge of the how dance is choreographed to communicate meaning.  Dance assists students to 
develop concentration and memory. 
 
What will Students study? 
 

Unit Assessment Task Assessment 
Unit One: Exploring Pop 
Culture 
Students explore the popular 
dance trends, famous dance 
styles and crazes through 
history. They explore how 
aspects from previous eras 
can be seen in future trends 
and styles of dance and how 
they have made an impact on 
popular dance in the 21st 
century. 

Making: Performance of a Hip Hop 
dance routine  

Ø anatomy 
Ø safe warm up and cool down 
Ø flexibility 
Ø foundational dance skills 
Ø popular dance in different eras 
Ø popular dance in different 

countries 
Ø Hip Hop dance skills 
Ø performance skills 

Unit Two: Exploring Modern 
Dance 
Students investigate how the 
founders of modern 
contemporary dance rebelled 
against ballet to create a more 
expressionist, free flowing 
movement genre that 
influenced contemporary 
dance as we know it today.   

Responding: Written analysis of a 
short contemporary dance 
 
Making: Choreography of a 
contemporary dance piece (pairs or 
small groups)  

Ø history of ballet 
Ø the rebellion from ballet 
Ø the creation and development of 

modern (contemporary) dance 
Ø the elements of dance 
Ø how choreographers create and 

communicate intent within a 
dance piece 

Ø how to select and combine 
movements to create a 
sequence 

 
Who should study Dance? 
This is the right subject for students who enjoy: 
• working in groups 
• creative problem solving 
• physical exercise 
• learning and creating dance 
• watching and interpreting dance 



 

 

• communicating through movement 
• listening to music 
 
Career Pathways 
Studies in dance are valued in a wide range of fields such as: Professional dancer, Choreographer, 
Dance instructor, Health Care – physiotherapist, fitness and health coach, Fashion designer, Director 
– film or live theatre, Teaching or other careers that require presentation skills and the creative 
industries including studies in design or animation. 
 



 

 

 

Design Graphics 
 
Faculty: 
 

INTAD 

Head of Department: 
 

Kerry Paige / Rodney Cross 

Senior Subjects: 
 

Design  (General subject) 
Industrial Graphics (Applied Subject) 
Engineering Skills (Applied Subject) 
Industrial Technology Skills (Applied Subject) 
Building and Construction (Applied Subject) 
 

 
Why study Design Graphics? 
Design Graphics focuses on the application of design thinking to envisage creative products, services 
and environments in response to human needs, wants and opportunities.  Designing is a complex 
and sophisticated form of problem-solving that uses divergent and convergent thinking strategies that 
can be practised and improved.  Designers are separated from the constraints of production 
processes to allow them to appreciate and exploit new innovative ideas. 
 
Designers use graphical communication articulate ideas, presentations in the form of sketches and 
formal drawings using both hand skills (sketching) and ICT (CAD).  
 
The course is based around 2 contextual design units – Engineering and Built Environment.  Using 
basic understanding of projection, development, standards of draftsman ship and presentation, students 
learn to solve complex design problems.  In the 2 design units students are challenged to apply 
knowledge and skills to solve problems and to communicate original ideas and designs.  Students use 
the latest CAD software to complete classwork and assignments. 
 
What will Students study? 
  

Unit Description Assessment 
Built Environment House Design 

Sketching/investigation 
Plans 
Pictorials Design Folios 
 

Design Folio 

Engineering Engineering Drawings 
Sketching 
Pictorials 
 

Design Folio 

Test Summative internal assessment test 
 

Examination covering both areas 

 
Special requirements 
Access to AutoCAD is essential.  A free copy is available to students via the Autodesk Community. 
 
Career Pathways 
It is expected that the study of graphics will assist students seeking employment in the fields of 
Engineering architecture, digital media design, graphic design, industrial design, interior design and 
landscape architecture.  
  
 



 

 

 

Digital Technologies 
 
Faculty: 
 

Business and Digital Technologies 

Head of Department: 
 

Karen Swift 

Senior Subjects: 
 

Information Communication Technology (Applied Syllabus) 
Digital Solutions (General Syllabus)  
 

 
Prerequisites:  What preparation or prior studies do students need? 
There are no prerequisites, although it is an advantage to have successfully completed Business and 
Digital Technologies in Year 7 and Year 8. 
 
Why study Digital Technologies? 
Digital Technologies empowers students to shape change by influencing how contemporary and 
emerging information systems and practices are applied to meet current and future needs.  A deep 
knowledge and understanding of information systems enables students to be creative and discerning 
decision-makers when they select, use and manage data, information, processes and digital systems 
to meet needs and shape preferred futures. 
 
Digital Technologies provides students with practical opportunities to use design thinking and to be 
innovative developers of digital solutions and knowledge.  The subject helps students to become 
innovative creators of digital solutions, effective users of digital systems and critical consumers of 
information conveyed by digital systems. 
 
Digital Technologies provides students with authentic learning challenges that foster curiosity, 
confidence, persistence, innovation, creativity, respect and cooperation.  These are all necessary 
when using and developing information systems to make sense of complex ideas and relationships in 
all areas of learning.  Digital Technologies helps students to be regional and global citizens capable 
of actively and ethically communicating and collaborating. 
 
What will Students study? 
 

Unit Description Assessment 
There’s an app for 
that! 

In this unit students will use programming 
language and style sheets to design and create a 
prototype data-driven application to solve an 
identified problem. For example, students may 
design an app to locate the best surfing spots in 
Queensland. 
 

Project Folio 

Digital prototyping In this unit students will create a prototype 
application design following UI principles. 
 

Project Folio 

 
Career Pathways 
Students with skills in Digital Technologies would fit into all workplace environments where computers 
are used.  Students will gain immediate benefits for completion of school assignments/projects and in 
the acquisition of workplace skills. 
 



 

 

 

Drama 
 
Faculty: 
 

The Arts 

Head of Department: 
 

Sharon Hogan 

Senior Subjects: 
 

Year 10 Drama 
Year 11 and 12 General Drama (ATAR) 
Year 11 and 12 Applied Drama 
 

 
Why study Drama? 
Making drama and performing is harder than it looks.  
 
In Year 9 drama students are challenged to develop effective communication and creative 
problem solving skills.  It takes practice over many years to hone these skills.  Year 9 Drama 
prepares students for the study of drama in Years 10, 11 and 12.   
 
Studying drama is about gaining insight into human behaviour through the analysis of plays 
from the Ancient Greeks through to our modern age.  In Year 9 students create comic and 
tragic characters and imagine the world from different perspectives.  Students transform 
ideas on the page to the stage.  They improve their literacy skills and develop their 
knowledge of the how drama is constructed to create compelling stories and performance.  
Through this creative challenge students develop their sense of agency and confidence. 
 
What will Students study? 
 

Unit Description Assessment Key Content 
Unit 1 
 
Page to Stage 
 
20 Weeks 

Students learn and apply the key 
steps in taking the ideas on the page 
– a script, through to a polished 
performance. 
 
Students build their characterisation, 
stagecraft, acting, directing and 
script analysis skills.  
 
They collaborate with others to 
create performance using the 
conventions of the styles of comedy 
and tragedy. 
 
Part A: Comedy 10 weeks 
Part B: Tragedy 10 Weeks 

Responding: 
Written Analysis of 
Dramatic Action 
 

Ø building a character 
Ø conventions of comedy 
Ø elements of drama 
Ø comic stereotypes 
Ø stagecraft/blocking 
Ø memorisation of lines 
Ø conventions of tragedy 
Ø Gothic theatre 
Ø play text analysis 
Ø acting skills 
Ø voice and movement 

skill development 

Making: 
Improvisation Comic 
Character 
 
Making: Polished 
Performance  

 
Who should study Drama? 
This is the right subject for students who enjoy:- 
• working in groups 
• creative problem solving 
• writing scripts 
• practical and movement based learning including games 
• speaking in front of the class 
• stories, storytelling, reading books or watching movies  
• exploring social issues  
• making performance. 
 



 

 

 
Career Pathways 
Studies in drama are valued in a wide range of fields such as: Law, Journalism, Education, Health 
Care – Nursing and Medicine Human Services, Psychology, Tourism, Retail, Business and the 
Creative Industries such as design, event management and game design. 



 

 

 

Economics and Business 
 

Faculty: 
 

Business and Digital Technologies 

Head of Department: 
 

Karen Swift 

Senior Subjects: 
 

Accounting (General Syllabus) 
Business (General Syllabus) 
Economics (General Syllabus) 
 

  
Why study Economics and Business? 
Economics and Business aims to ensure Students develop:- 
 
• enterprising behaviours and capabilities that can be transferable into life, work and business 

opportunities and will contribute to the development and prosperity of individuals and society; 
• understanding of the ways society allocates limited resources to satisfy needs and wants, and 

how they participate in the economy as consumers, workers and producers; 
• understanding of the work and business environments within the Australian economy and its 

interactions and relationships with the global economy, in particular the Asia region; 
• reasoning and interpretation skills to apply economics and business concepts to make informed 

decisions; 
• understanding of economics and business decision-making and its role in creating a 

prosperous, sustainable and equitable economy for all Australians; and 
• understandings that will enable them to actively and ethically participate in the local, national, 

regional and global economy as economically, financially and business-literate citizens. 
 
What will Students study? 
 

Unit Description Assessment 
Financial 
responsibilities 

In this unit, students will investigate the following 
key inquiry questions:- 
• What strategies can be used to manage 

financial risks and rewards? 
• What are the responsibilities of participants 

in the workplace and why are these 
important? 

Project folio 

Competition in the 
global economy 

In this unit, students will investigate the following 
key inquiry questions:- 
• How do participants in the global economy 

interact? 
• How does creating a competitive advantage 

benefit business? 

Project folio 

Introduction to 
Accounting 
principles and 
Economics concepts 

• Accounting principles 
o Accounting fundamentals concepts 
o Accounting equation 

• Economic concepts 
o Taxation 
o Role of taxation 
o Calculating income tax 

• Economic systems and alignment to political 
parties 

Exam 

 
Career Pathways 
Consumer advocate, business administration, banking, accountancy, business advisor, etc.  The 
understandings gained here will enhance Students’ understanding of the need for record-keeping 
which is covered in the Year 10 course and in Senior Accounting. 



 

 

 

English 
 
Faculty: 
 

English 

Head of Department: 
 

Jackie Lee 

Senior Subjects: 
 

English (General) 
Cyber-English (General) 
Essential English (Applied) 
English and Literature Extension (General – Year 12 only) 
 

 
Prerequisites:  What preparation or prior studies do students need? 
The Year 9 English course develops from and is an extension of Years P to 8 National Curriculum 
English.  The work revolves around a core of learning activities which allows students to have contact 
with language in a range of contexts aimed at stimulating their thought, enriching their ideas, and 
developing their understanding of the complex world in which we live. 
 
Why study English?  
All learning in English is framed around speaking, writing, reading, viewing, listening, and shaping.  In 
each activity, students will explore how language works.  
 
What will Students study? 
 

Unit Description Assessment 
Fiction and Fact Students explore fact vs fiction through 

information texts and the use of language in 
context and for engagement. 
 

Literary transformation 

Aussie, Aussie, 
Aussie 

Students examine the representation of 
Australia’s peoples, histories and cultures. 
 

Persuasive Speech 

The Write Stuff Students explore the writer’s craft, analysing how 
writers can and do engage, position and 
influence their audiences.   
 

Analytical essay 
 

The Scales of 
Justice 

Students explore how meaning is created in 
drama texts and analyse and express viewpoints 
on ethical issues in a drama text. 
 

Radio interview (Spoken) 

 
Career Pathways 
English sets out to prepare students for life. 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

Food and Nutrition 
 
Faculty: 
 

Home Economics 

Head of Department: 
 

Karen Swift 

Senior Subjects: 
 

Food and Nutrition (General Syllabus) 
Hospitality Practices (Applied Syllabus) 
Certificate I in Hospitality  
Certificate II in Hospitality 
Certificate III in Hospitality 

 
Prerequisites:  What preparation or prior studies do students need? 
Students will participate in weekly cookery lessons and are required to be organised and able to bring 
cooking ingredients and requirements to class.  Failure to complete the practical aspect of this course 
may result in a “not rated” in your final results. 
 
Why study Food and Nutrition? 
This subject provides opportunities for students to use their creativity and derive satisfaction from 
working with resources as they prepare for future employment and personal activities.  The course is 
designed to provide a balance of practical and theory work.  
 
What will Students study? 
 

Unit Description Assessment 
Nutrition for me Students will develop an understanding of basic 

nutrition and basic cookery skills. 
Cooking-Students will be cooking on a weekly 
basis. 
Ingredients will need to be provided. 

Exam 
Project Folio 

Love food – love life Students will investigate lifestyle diseases and 
create an appropriate meal. 
 
They will develop an understanding of available 
resources and influence on food preparation and 
choices. 
 
Students will be cooking on a weekly basis. 
Ingredients will need to be provided. 

Project Folio 

 
Career Pathways 
Subjects in the Home Economics field are a Life Skills subject and therefore will enhance the individual 
and help them succeed in any chosen field of study or career. 
 
Students have often chosen Home Economic subjects to help them in Hospitality and Tourism, 
Personnel Development, Catering, Childcare, Teaching, Social Work, Nursing, Fashion Design, Art, 
Textile Industry, Dressmaking, Dietetics, Advertising, Window Dressing, Personnel Officers, Fashion Co-
ordinators, Purchasing Officers and  Managerial Positions. 



 

 

 

Geography 
 
Faculty: 
 

Humanities 

Head of Department: 
 

Ben Tarlinton 

Senior Subjects: 
 

Geography (General subject) 
Legal Studies (General subject) 
Social and Community Studies (Applied Subject) 
 

 
Prerequisites:  What preparation or prior studies do students need? 
To do well in this subject, you should enjoy or be good at critical thinking and analysis.  During field 
work units, you should be prepared to make choices and work independently.  Being interested in 
learning and motivated to succeed is also a huge benefit. 
 
Why study Geography? 
Geography studies make a worthwhile difference.  They focus on sustainability, planning and 
development; critical subjects for the future.  Core Geographical concepts underpin a wide range of 
disciplines and the questions raised in Geography are the big issues facing our world.   
 
What will Students study? 
 

Unit Description Assessment 
Biomes and Food 
Security 

How are we to ensure that biomes are managed 
in a way to ensure that there is global food 
security?  How will we feed a growing world? 
 

Field Report based on an 
excursion. 

Going with the Flow How have the behaviours of people affected the 
development and functionality of towns and cities 
and their industries?  This study includes ICTs, 
transport and immigration and globalisation. 
 

Geography practical tasks 
Possible field work. 

 
Career Pathways 
Students of social science subjects are well-equipped to complete further study or training to be 
advertising consultants, archaeologists, bankers, business policy makers, diplomats, economists, 
environmental scientists, events managers, film-makers, historians, journalists, lawyers, librarians, 
meteorologists, museum curators, politicians, primary industries advisors, public relations 
consultants, researchers, social workers, statisticians, teachers, tour co-ordinators, travel consultants, 
urban/town planners. 

 



 

 

 

German 
 
Faculty: 
 

Languages 

Head of Department: 
 

Ann Porter 

Senior Subjects: 
 

German (General subject) 
 

 
Prerequisites:  What preparation or prior studies do students need? 
This subject develops vocabulary and structures from the Year 8 course and previous language study 
at the primary level.  The course is structured around six major themes, which allow for flexibility in 
catering for Student interests.   
 
Why study German?  
Studying a language assists Students in developing lateral thinking and problem-solving skills, as 
they are continually required to think in a manner and solve problems they do not encounter in any 
other subject.  These new perspectives assist Students to develop not only communication skills, but 
an ability to express themselves both orally and in written form. 
 
What will Students study? 
 

Unit Assessment 
Built World 
International World 
Imaginative World 
Natural World 
Personal and Community Life 
Leisure and Recreation 

Reading, writing, listening and speaking tasks accompany each unit. 

 
Career Pathways 
German is an Australian community language, forming part of our cultural heritage.  Australia has a 
long and continuing tradition of German migration.  The ability to communicate in German, in 
conjunction with other skills, may increase students’ career opportunities.  This can provide a 
competitive edge in areas as diverse as theological, scientific, medical and technological research, 
space science, marine architecture and engineering, international commerce and banking, diplomacy, 
information technology, education, tourism and hospitality, and community services.   



 

 

 

Health and Physical Education 
   
Faculty: 
 

Physical Education 

Head of Department: 
 

Stuart Powell 

Senior Subjects: 
 

Physical Education (General subject) 
Recreation Studies (Applied subject) 
Certificate II in Sport and Recreation 
 

 
Prerequisites:  What preparation or prior studies do students need? 
To do well in this subject in Year 9, you should enjoy participating in and understanding physical 
activities and issues, working as a member of a team and helping classmates achieve their best. 
 
Why study Health and Physical Education? 
Health and Physical Education is concerned with the study and practice of physical activity, and 
focuses on the importance of physical activity in the life of an individual and on the significant role that 
physical activity plays in modern society. 
 
What will Students study? 
 

Unit Description Assessment 

Theory:  Theory units are conducted throughout the semester – twice a week 

Improving 
Movement and 
Activity in the 
Community 

Improving the performance and health of individuals through 
the promotion of physical activity. 

Analytical essay on 
activity in the community. 

Alcohol Investigate the impact of excessive use of alcohol on society, 
and propose ways you could keep yourself and others safe 
from alcohol-induced harm. Emergency first aid. 

Research report on 
alcohol in society and 
making healthy decisions. 

Practical:  Theory units are conducted throughout the semester – twice a week. There are a wide range of 
games and sports based upon the following core themes 

Throwing & 
Catching, e.g. 
• T. Ball 
• Basketball 

Students are assessed continuously throughout the units 
focussing on:- 
 
• Demonstration of leadership, fair play and cooperation 
• Demonstration of specialised movement skills and 

strategies 
• Tactics and teamwork 
• Solutions to improve fitness and physical activity levels. 
• Making judgments about and refining of their own and 

others’ skills and performances 
 

Assessment is continuous 
throughout practical units. 

Striking , e.g. 
• Hockey  
• Padder 

Tennis 
Kicking , e.g. 
• Soccer 
• Aussie Rules 
Creative, e.g. 
• Dance 
• Gymnastics 

 
Career Pathways 
The study of Physical Education has advantages in the terms of general health, fitness and physical 
activity.  It is also beneficial for those wanting to enter specific industries such as fitness, health, 
teaching, tourism or outdoor sectors.  Some related career paths include PE Teaching, Sports 
Training, Personal Training, Sportsmed, Physiotherapy, Nursing, Emergency Services and Defence 
Forces. 



 

 

 

History 
 
Faculty: 
 

Humanities 

Head of Department: 
 

Ben Tarlinton 

Senior Subjects: 
 

Ancient History (General subject) 
Legal Studies (General subject) 
Modern History (General subject) 
Social and Community Studies (Applied Subject) 
 

 
Prerequisites:  What preparation or prior studies do students need? 
To do well in this subject, you should enjoy or be good at reading and writing.  During research units, 
you should be prepared to make choices and work independently.  Being interested in learning and 
motivated to succeed is also a huge benefit. 
 
Why study History? 
History studies make a worthwhile difference, and our lessons make students more powerful – more 
powerful in their understanding of people, our planet and our possible futures – more powerful thinkers, 
planners, researchers, critics, in short; more-powerful human beings.   
 
What will Students study? 
 

Unit Description Assessment 
Making a better 
world? 

Extension Plus:  Progressive ideas and 
movements such as capitalism, socialism, 
nationalism, imperialism, Darwinism. 
 
Extension, Essentials: Industrial Revolution or 
movement of people. The movement of people 
during this period could include the slave trade, 
convict transportation and free settlers to the New 
World. 
 

Research tasks – source 
investigation  
 

Making a Nation This unit tracks the history of Australia, from 1750 
to 1918, or the history of an Asian nation such as 
China, Japan or India. 
 

Essay response to sources – 
exam. 
 

World War 1 The ‘war to end all wars’ from 1914 to 1918 was a 
turning point in world history. For Australians, the 
campaigns at Gallipoli and the Western Front in 
France contributed to making of the Australian 
character. 
 

Research Essay 

 
Career Pathways 
Students of social science subjects are well-equipped to complete further study or training to be 
advertising consultants, archaeologists, bankers, business policy makers, diplomats, economists, 
environmental scientists, events managers, film-makers, historians, journalists, lawyers, librarians, 
meteorologists, museum curators, politicians, primary industries advisors, public relations consultants, 
researchers, social workers, statisticians, teachers, tour co-ordinators, travel consultants, urban/town 
planners. 



 

 

 

Mathematics 
 
Faculty: 
 

Mathematics 

Head of Department: 
 

Anthony Reid 

Senior Subjects: 
 

Depending upon a student’s performance, Year 9 Mathematics provides a 
foundation for the following senior mathematics subjects:- 
 
• Essential Mathematics  
• General Mathematics 
• Mathematical Methods and Specialist Mathematics  

 
Prerequisites:  What preparation or prior studies do students need? 
The ability to work diligently with teachers and other students on mathematics is essential for success in 
this subject. 
 
Why study Mathematics? 
Mathematics is a great subject to study.  It can help you stand out from the crowd.  Studying this 
subject helps develop skills that employers really value: problem-solving, logical thinking, analytical 
skills, resourcefulness & creativity.  It opens up career choices with jobs that are challenging, 
interesting, have increased earning capacity, and that can take you overseas. 
 
What will Students study? 
 

Unit Description Assessment 
Unit 1 Real Numbers 

Patterns and Algebra 
Units of Measurement 
 

Assessment comprises of the 
following: 
 
4 x Exams 
1 x PSMT (Report) 
 
One exam at the end of each term   
 

Unit 2 Real Numbers 
Money and Financial Math 
Geometric Reasoning 
 

Unit 3 Units of Measurement 

Unit 4 Patterns and Algebra 
Linear and Non-linear Relationships 
 

Unit 5 Pythagoras and Trigonometry 

Unit 6 Linear and Non-linear Relationships 

Unit 7 Chance 
Data Representation and Interpretation 
 

Unit 8 Chance 
 

 
Career Pathways 
Mathematics is very sequential in concept development.  Consequently, a Student’s performance in 
Junior School Mathematics has a powerful effect on his or her likely success in Senior Mathematics 
subjects.  Success in this subject provides the foundation for Senior Mathematics subjects which can 



 

 

open up a huge range of careers.  Here’s a few just from the maritime area:- Naval Architect, Marine 
& Offshore Systems Engineer, Marine Park Ranger, Fisheries Officer, Deck Officer, Logistics 
Manager, Maritime Technology Manager, Fisheries Compliance Officer, Marine Biologist, Seafood 
Microbiologist, Quarantine & Customs, Export Coordinator, Border Control, Ocean Engineer, Marine 
Engineer Officer.      



 

 

 

Music 
 
Faculty: 
 

The Arts 

Head of Department: 
 

Sharon Hogan 

Senior Subjects: 
 

Year 10 Music 
Year 11 and 12 General Music (ATAR) 
Year 11 and 12 Music in Practice (Applied) 
 

 
Why study Music? 
Music is about more than learning how to play an instrument or sing a song.  Learning music is a 
meaningful and rewarding experience that combines creativity, discipline, and expressive 
communication.  These skills are transferable and will help students succeed in school, in society, 
and in life! Studies from neuroscientists show that, “Adolescents with music training have better 
cognitive skills and school grades and are more conscious, open and ambitious,” (Gordon, 2015). 
 
Year 9 is an opportunity for students to explore music in greater depth over a semester.  They will 
create music using software, and through performances either individually or in groups.  They will 
appreciate music of different styles through listening and reading music.  These skills can then be 
carried onto Year 10 music and beyond. 
 
What will Students study? 
Students will be assessed in creating, presenting and responding.  
 

Unit Description Assessment Key Content 
Unit One 
 
Laying the 
Foundations 

Students will develop an 
understanding of music elements 
and concepts. They will continue to 
develop their aural and technical 
skills established in Year 7 and 8 
Music. Students will create music by 
composing and performing songs. 
 

Making: Composing 
task using MuseScore 
– 12 Bar Blues 

Ø explore the elements 
of music 

Ø roles of instruments in 
ensembles 

Ø compare music from 
different styles 

Ø improvise music 
Ø aural skill development 
Ø compose music using 

MuseScore 
Ø practise and rehearse 

on choice of 
instrument 

 

Unit Two 
 
Programme 
Music 

Students will continue to develop 
their aural and technical skills 
through the exploration of 
Programme Music, including music 
found in film. 
 

Responding: Written 
Exam 

Making: Individual or 
group performance on 
choice of instrument 
(including voice) 

 
Who should study Music? 
Music is the right subject for students who enjoy:- 
 
• performing to an audience 
• writing their own songs 
• listening to a range of styles and genres 
• rehearsing technical skills on an instrument 
• singing in groups and/or individually 
• working in groups 
• communicating with others 
• using software and recording technologies. 



 

 

 
Career Pathways 
Studies in music are valued in a wide range of fields such as: music therapy, events management, 
education, journalism, sound engineering, audio production, musicology, music entertainment, law 
(copyright/entertainment), and arts administration. 



 

 

 

Production Metal 
 
Faculty: 
 

INTAD 

Head of Department: 
 

Kerry Paige / Rodney Cross 

Senior Subjects: 
 

Industrial Graphics (Applied Subject) 
Engineering Skills (Applied Subject) 
Industrial Technology Skills (Applied Subject) 
Building and Construction (Applied Subject) 
 

 
Why study Production Metal?  
Year 9 Production Metal Students, through the development and design of projects in solid metal, 
sheet metal and alloys will learn about the uses, limitations and properties of some of the more 
commonly available manufacturing materials.  Students will look at the origins of these materials and 
the impact their use has on our environment and society. 
 
What will Students study? 
 

Unit Description Assessment 
Levers and 
mechanisms 
 

Produce an excavator toy in mild steel. Design 
cabin to support toy. 

Project assessed against criteria 
marking scheme. (Theory test) 

Pencil Case Manufacturing of basic sheet metal products. Project assessed against criteria 
marking scheme. 
 

Metal Turning Plumb Bob 
 
Students manufacture this project to a set design 
using correct machining procedures and 
processes. 
 

Project assessed against criteria 
marking scheme. 

Safety in the 
workshop 

Develop awareness of personal safety and safe 
work practices 

In class observations 
(Theory test) 
 

 
Special requirements 
An interest and ability in computing, sketching, designing and making projects and working with 
machines would be beneficial. 
 
Career Pathways 
DTS combines well with Graphics.  Students thinking about professions such architecture, 
engineering, advanced trade areas or having an inventive spirit should consider this subject. 



 

 

 

Production Wood 
 
Faculty: 
 

INTAD 

Head of Department: 
 

Kerry Paige / Rodney Cross 

Senior Subjects: 
 

Industrial Graphics (Applied Subject) 
Engineering Skills (Applied Subject) 
Industrial Technology Skills (Applied Subject) 
Building and Construction (Applied Subject) 
 

    
Why study Production Wood 
Year 9 Production Wood students, through the development and design of projects in wood 
manufactured board, natural timber and plastics will learn about the uses, limitations and properties of 
some of the more commonly available manufacturing materials.  Students will look at the origins of 
these materials and the impact their use has on our environment and society. 
 
What will Students study? 
 

Unit Description Assessment 
Project in wood and 
plastic - Skill Toy 

Designing the layout of and making a ball-
bearing skill toy 

Project assessed against criteria 
marking scheme.  
 
(Theory test) 

The design process - 
Spice Rack 

Develop an understanding of the design process 
and its use in manufacturing a Spice Rack 

Design assignment 
 
(Theory test) 
 

Using the Wood 
Lathe 
 

Project made using ‘between centres’ method of 
turning. 

Project assessed against criteria 
marking scheme. (Theory test) 

Safety in the 
workshop 
 

Develop awareness of personal safety and safe 
work practices 

In class observations 
 
(Theory test) 

 
Special requirements 
It is desirable that students have an interest and ability in computing, sketching, designing and 
manufacturing projects. 
 
Career Pathways 
This subject is designed to lead into trade and other practical career options. 

 



 

 

 

Science 
 
Faculty: 
 

Science 

Head of Department: 
 

Lisa Farnes 

Senior Subjects: 
 

Chemistry (General Syllabus) 
Physics (General Syllabus) 
Biology (General Syllabus) 
Science in Practice (Applied Syllabus) 
 

 
Why study Science? 
The 21st century sees a growing demand for individuals that engage, understand, and apply scientific 
knowledge and skills in the community and workforce.  Scientifically literate citizens have an excellent 
understanding of the biological and physical world around them, and can argue informed views on 
social, ethical and environmental issues.  These assets are transferable to all facets of life. 
 
What will Students study? 
 

Unit Description Assessment 
Physical Sciences Energy transfer through different mediums can 

be explained using wave and particle models 
Each semester students will be 
assessed using each of the 
following techniques: 
 
 
Student Experiment  
(Assignment) 
 
Research Investigation 
(Assignment) 
 
Mid-semester Exam 
 
End-semester Exam 

Earth and Space 
Sciences 

The theory of plate tectonics explains global 
patterns of geological activity and continental 
movement 

Biological Sciences 
 

Multi-cellular organisms rely on coordinated and 
interdependent internal systems to respond to 
changes to their environment 
 
Ecosystems consist of communities of 
interdependent organisms and abiotic 
components of the environment; matter and 
energy flow through these systems 

Chemical Sciences All matter is made of atoms which are composed 
of protons, neutrons and electrons; natural 
radioactivity arises from the decay of nuclei in 
atoms. 
 
Chemical reactions involve rearranging atoms to 
form new substances; during a chemical reaction 
mass is not created or destroyed. 
 
Chemical reactions, including combustion and 
the reactions of acids, are important in both non-
living and living systems and involve energy 
transfer. 
 

 
Career Pathways 
Science subjects lead to employment in areas such as Agriculture, Horticulture, Medicine, Nursing, 
Veterinary Science, Research, Marine Science, Teaching, Mining, Engineering, Pharmacy, Ecology, 
Mineralogy, Health Care, and Astronomy.   
.   
                                     



 

 

 
 

Textiles and Design 
 
Faculty: 
 

Home Economics 

Head of Department: 
 

Karen Swift 

Senior Subjects: 
 

Fashion (Applied Syllabus) 

 
Prerequisites 
Students will be participating in practical lessons and are required to be organised and able to bring 
sewing requirements to class.  Failure to complete the practical aspect of this course may result in a 
“not rated” in your final results. 
 
Why study Textiles and Design? 
Home Economics provides opportunities for Students to use their creativity and derive satisfaction 
from working with resources as they prepare for future employment and personal activities.  The 
course is designed to provide a balance of practical and theory work.  
 
What will Students study? 
 

Unit Description Assessment 
Design and 
Decorate 

Students will develop an understanding of basic 
textiles and fabrics. 
 
They will design and produce an item using 
suitable construction techniques.  
 
Students will need to provide equipment for the 
sewing projects. 
 

Exam  
 
Project Folio 

Rethink, recycle and 
reuse 

The students will design a practical item using 
fabric embellishment techniques. 
 
They will show the journey of decision-making, 
including self and peer assessment. 
 
Students will need to provide equipment for the 
sewing projects. 
 

Journal 
 

 
Career Pathways 
Design and Textiles is a Life Skills subject and therefore will enhance the individual and help them 
succeed in any chosen field of study or career. 
 
Students have often chosen Design and Textiles to help them Fashion Design, Art, Textile Industry, 
Dressmaking, Advertising, Window Dressing, Personnel Officers, Fashion Co-ordinators, Purchasing 
Officers and  Managerial Positions. 



 

 

Visual Art 
 

Faculty: 
 

The Arts 

Head of Department: 
 

Sharon Hogan 

Senior Subjects: 
 

Year 10 Visual Art 
Year 11 and 12 General Visual Art (ATAR) 
Year 11 and 12 Visual Art in Practice (Applied) 
 

 
Why study Visual Art? 
Visual Art blends practical and theoretical learning experiences to provide an opportunity for students 
to expand their capacity for creativity and problem solving.  Through exploring a variety of 2D and 3D 
media techniques and skills, students are offered the means to explore their personal identity and 
concepts such as time and culture.  They are immersed in key Art movements of the past and 
develop new artworks in response.  Students gain both life and work skills by developing 
organisational abilities as well as learning to think laterally and work independently.  This is achieved 
as students work through the challenging cognitive processes of creating, presenting and responding 
to artworks.  In this intellectual and “hands on” subject students build their confidence as they express 
their ideas, experiences, feelings and observations through the artworks they produce.  
 
What will Students study? 
 

Unit Description Assessment Key Content 
Unit 1 
 
Time 

Students revise drawing skills, 
principles of Art and build their 
understanding of the elements 
of design as they explore the 
reality of their world through the 
Art movement of Surrealism.  
 

Task 1 
 
Responding:  
 
• Work Booklet  
• Artist’s Statement  

• drawing techniques 
• reality vs surreal 
• Surrealism Art 

movement 
• perspective 
• elements of design 
• principles of Art 
• 2D 

 
Task 2 
 
Making: 
• Drawing 2D Portfolio 
 

Unit 2 
 
Culture 

Students experiment with and 
manipulate the techniques and 
skills of 3D ceramics, exploring 
the concept of culture and an Art 
movement known as Cubism. 

Task 3 
 
Making:  
• 3D ceramic exploring 

personal symbol  

• 3D 
• sculpture 
• ceramics 
• symbol 
• ancient cultures 
• Cubist Art movement 
• masks 

 
Who should study Visual Art? 
Art is the right subject for students who:- 
 
• enjoy exploring and experimenting with materials to seek creative solutions 
• enjoy being independent learners 
• are interested in further study in Years 10, 11 or 12 Visual Art 
• enjoy year 7 or 8 Visual Art 
• enjoy drawing and other hands on activities 
 
Career Pathways 



 

 

Studies in Visual Art are valued in a wide range of fields such as: Architecture, engineering, 
industrial design, town planning, graphic design, advertising, graphic printing, illustration, 
photography, web designer/ICT, performing arts, film and television, make–up and hairdressing, 
fashion / costume design, Visual Artist. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Telephone: 5480 6333 
Fax:  5480 6300 

Address:  109 Myall Street Gympie Q 4570 
Postal Address: PO Box 492, Gympie Q 4570 

 
Department of Education and Training 

CRICOS Provider Code 00608A 
 

International students will participate in James Nash SHS’s work programs. It is a 
condition of student visas that students complete course work and attend 85% of lessons. 

Reports for international students will be based on work completed at the end of each 
term. 

 
Email:  the.principal@jamesnashshs.eq.edu.au 

Website:  www.jamesnashshs.eq.edu.au 


