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Welcome to Nash 

in this issue >>> 

 
 
 
The device can be a laptop or an iPad and 
we strongly recommend that all devices 
are carried inside a hard, protective case. 
 
So that the device connects easily to the 
school network, school internet and 
printers, we recommend these device 
specifications. Other devices may 
connect to the network but may have 
limited functionality, creating a negative 
impact on learning. 
 
Onboarding the device, which means 
joining the school network, is easy and 
can be done 
from home or our IT Technicians will be 
able to assist onsite. Further instructions 
on how you can connect at home will be 
sent out in Term 1. 
 
Further BYOd program information and 
BYOd FAQs are on the school’s website:  
https://jamesnashshs.eq.edu.au/extra-
curricular/computer-and-internet  
 
Please refer to Year 7 Handbook for 
laptop specifications. 
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 Welcome to an exciting year for all of us. My name is Ann Porter and I 
am Head of Department Student Services Year 7. My role is to 
support your child in their transition to high school. I am looking 
forward to working in partnership with you and your child to navigate 
the year ahead. James Nash State High School values are: 
Respectful, Resilient, Hardworking and Positive. These form the basis 
of all that we do, both in and out of the classroom for both staff and 
students. Over the course of their years at Nash we will be helping the 
students develop these values as they will allow them to be successful 
in whatever pathway they chose. 
 
Some tips to make a successful start to High School: These tips 
come from years of experience working with teenagers and having 
survived three of my own. 
 

• When your child comes home, try to ask them positive questions 
such as, “What are some names of some of the kids you met?” rather 
than, “Did you make a friend?” Friendships take time. Try to be 
specific in your questions. Such as, “Who was the loudest in the 
room”, “Who would you like to get to know and why?”, “Where did 
you eat lunch?” 

• Teenagers have trouble being organised. They need guidance 
around packing their bags with the correct equipment for the day. 
They need to check their timetable and pack accordingly. Often the 
night before is best because their sleep patterns are changing so are 
very sleepy in the morning. Being prepared sets them up for having a 
successful day at school. 

• Check your emails regularly, as that is a means by which teachers 
may contact you. 
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Empowering learners to live a life of choice, not a life of chance 

 

Learning more about 
BYoD…. 

 



 
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
               
               
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

DATE WEEK EVENT 
Monday 23 January 1 First day of school 
Thursday 26 January  1 Public Holiday – Australia Day 
Wednesday 1 February 2 Junior Parent Information Evening 
Friday 10 February 3 Swimming Carnival 
Wednesday 22 February 5 School Photos 
Wedsnesday 1 March 6 Year 7 Immunisation 
Friday 31 March  10 Cross Country 

Last day of term 1 
Monday 17 April Term 2 Week 1 Term 2 Commences 

 
What’s coming up?  

Year 7 Important Dates for Term 1 
 

 
Day 1: Monday 23 January 
 

• Arrive in school uniform by 8:45 to MPS (where we met on Orientation Day). 
• Students will locate their primary school name on the walls outside, find their name and then find 

their Care Class. They then go inside and sit at their assigned Care group. This is the same system 
that the students used on their orientation Day. 

• Students are to bring 4 exercise books, fully stocked pencil case, laptop, morning tea and lunch or 
money for tuckshop. They will not need their laptop on Day 1 but need it for Day 2. 

• Students will be supported to find their way around the school over the first week. 
• At the end of the day students will be supported to get to the buses and designated pick up points. 

Please have this organised at the start of the day as it can make students anxious if they don’t 
know or if the plan changes. If a change does need to occur please contact the school and we will 
notify your child. 

• Your child will bring home an immunisation form in this first week. Please complete and return by 
Thursday Week 2. Students will return them to their CARE Teacher. 

• On Monday your child will be placed into 3 different classes as per their timetable. High school is 
very different from primary school.This can be quite confusing at first so we are helping the 
students with the movements around the school. Adjusting to these changes from primary school 
takes time. 

 
Day 2: 

• Year 7 Assembly is on Tuesdays  so students will assemble at MPS at 8:45. 

CARE: This class is designed to provide your child with one constant teacher every day. They have three 
15 minute Care classes a week which allows the teacher to check in with your child and to support their 
well-being. They will also check attendance, uniform, equipment etc. This teacher also has them on 
Wednesday afternoons for a Learning and Well-Being class. Students will participate in a Year 7 Assembly 
on Tuesdays and a Junior Assembly on Thursdays. Both occur in the MPS. 
 
CORE: These are Science, Maths, English and Humanities 
 
ELECTIVES: This includes: Visual Arts, Drama, Music, Languages, Health and PE, Business, Media Arts, 
Home Economics and Intad. Students will only be doing two of these at a time and will rotate throughout 
the year. Their timetables will be changed to show this. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Mobile Phone Policy for 2023 –  
Yondr mobile phone program  

James Nash 2023 

Dear parents, guardians and carers,  
 
After significant independent research followed by consultation with our students, staff, parents, the Gympie 
SHS executive leadership team, and the wider community, we have made the decision that, in order to 
improve teaching and learning, both James Nash SHS and Gympie SHS will become mobile phone-free 
spaces in 2023. This will be achieved using a system called Yondr which has been implemented in over 
1000 schools across 21 countries to facilitate an engaged learning environment. 
 
We believe that phones can have great utility in the classroom and can provide interesting learning 
opportunities for students. That having been said, we have also found that they are a significant distraction 
for our students and that learning and social behaviour improve drastically when students are fully engaged 
with their teachers and classmates. 
 
Healthed (https://www.healthed.com.au), an Australian organisation responsible for providing professional 
learning for healthcare professionals over the last 20 years, has identified five reasons as to why mobile 
phones should be banned from schools. These reasons are: 
 
1. ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE IMPROVEMENT 
According to a study conducted by researchers at the University of Texas and Louisiana State University, 
when schools forbid students from bringing their smartphones into the classroom, their grades quickly 
improve on the whole. Because students were subsequently more attentive in class, their test scores 
increased by an average of six percent. We’re not talking about younger kids, either. The results were most 
pronounced for high school students over the age of 16 who — not coincidentally — are the teenagers most 
addicted to their [mobile] 
phones. 
 
2. IT’S EVEN BETTER FOR AT-RISK STUDENTS 
While most students seemed to get an educational bump when they were without their [mobile] phones in 
class, the difference was most pronounced among at-risk students. Students who live in poverty or attend 
special education classes or have subpar grades benefited approximately twice as much as their peers after 
ditching the technological distraction. By removing their phones from the classroom, it was the equivalent of 
adding an extra hour of class per week, a perk that most teachers could only dream of. Altogether, students 
lose almost a full week of school interacting with their phones rather than engaging in class. 
 
3. CUTS DOWN ON-SCREEN TIME 
Scientists continue to warn about the dangers of kids spending so much time in front of a screen. It’s normal 
for kids to spend about six hours per day in front of a screen — be it a computer, phone or television — and 
that’s not even including any screen time that occurs at school. One key way to ensure that students’ eyes 
and minds 
receive a much-needed reprieve from so much screen staring is to minimise the amount that occurs at 
school. That starts with explicitly keeping smartphones from entering the classroom. 
 
 
4. REDUCES CYBERBULLYING 
Teens can be vicious with their online messages. While it’s difficult enough to police that sort of mean 
behaviour at night, at least some of that behaviour can be reduced by preventing kids from using social 
media during the school day. Kids should feel safe at school and not have to continually check their social 
media accounts to ensure that a peer isn’t posting cruel or harassing messages. While bullying is easier for 
teachers to spot — and subsequently intervene — when it plays out in real life, it is impossible to tell what 
students are communicating to each other silently on their phones. 
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5. THE EMERGENCY DEBATE 
 
The main reason that parents advocate for their kids having phones in the classroom is that they want to 
be able to reach them in case of an emergency. In order for them to be able to receive that emergency 
message, however, they’d have to not only leave their phones on, but also check their phones constantly to 
ensure that they’d receive this message. Most likely, they’d be wading through many distracting, non-
emergency messages throughout the school day on the chance that something important might get sent. 
 
The Yondr program which we will be implementing utilises a simple, secure pouch that stores a 
phone. Commencing Term 1, 2023, every student will secure their phone in a personally assigned Yondr 
pouch when they arrive at school. Students will maintain possession of their phones and will not use them 
until their pouches are opened at the end of the school day. Students are required to bring their Yondr pouch 
to and from school each day and are responsible for their pouch at all times. 
 
Yondr recently surveyed over 900 school partners to measure the effects of creating phone-free 
educational environments. These schools achieved notable progress in multiple areas, including: 
 
- 65% of schools saw an improvement in academic performance 
- 74% of schools saw an improvement in student behaviour 
- 83% of schools saw an improvement in student engagement in the classroom.  
 
In this effort to best serve your child, we appreciate your full support of these changes and the adoption of 
the Yondr program at our school. So you are aware, before the commencement of school next year, the 
updated mobile phone policy will be finalised and shared with the school community. Until then, please read 
the Yondr FAQs.pdf section on our website to better understand how the process will work and to find 
answers to your queries. 
 
As always, feel free to contact the school directly at (07) 5480 6333 or via email for further information. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Alana Scott & Ystyn Francis 
 
PRINCIPAL (Acting) and DEPUTY PRINCIPAL – STUDENT SUPPORT (respectively) 
 

 

 


